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Quick facts 

Number of IDPs 2,600

Percentage of total population 0.1 %

Start of current displacement situation 1991

Peak number of IDPs (and year) 191,000 (1995)

New displacement in 2008 0

Returns in 2008 250

Causes of displacement Internationalised armed 
confl ict, generalised violen-
ce, human rights violations.

Human development index 45

Quick facts 

Number of IDPs 770

Start of current displacement situation 2001

Peak number of IDPs (and year) 74,000 (2001)

New displacement in 2008 0

Returns in 2008 0

Causes of displacement Internal armed confl ict

Human development index 68
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Between 1991 and 1995, 220,000 ethnic Croats and sub-
sequently up to 300,000 ethnic Serbs were displaced by armed 
confl ict in Croatia. Since then almost all the Croat IDPs have 
returned to their homes, while most of the Serbs displaced have 
resettled in Serbia or in the majority-Serb Danube region of 
Croatia. In March 2008, 2,600 people remained displaced in 
Croatia, over half of them ethnic Serbs in Danube region, and 
their numbers continued to fall slowly as a result of property 
restitution or reconstruction.

Since the end of the confl ict, only one third of Croatian Serb 
IDPs and refugees have been able to return and it is estimated 
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The Orhid peace agree-
ment of 2001 addressed the 
main claim from ethnic Alb-
anians for equal participation 
in political, social, economic, 
cultural life. It provided great-
er protection of the rights of 
minority groups and set out the framework for the return of 
the displaced population. The government has largely support-
ed the right of IDPs to return and implemented the reforms 
required by the framework agreement, but discrimination has 
continued between the ethnic Macedonian majority and the 
Albanian minority (who make up 25 per cent of the popul-
ation) in areas such as education, employment and political 
participation. 

During the 2008 parliamentary elections, electoral irreg-
ularities and incidents of violence in Albanian-dominated 
areas reinforced the reluctance of IDPs to return. Some have 
struggled to access compensation for property damaged during 
the confl ict, though several IDPs have submitted claims before 
local courts or to the European Court of Human Rights.

Most organisations, including the EU and the OSCE, have 
phased out their assistance and monitoring of IDPs to focus 
on improvement of inter-ethnic relations.

that only 50 per cent of returns have proved sustainable. The 
main obstacles to their return have been impunity for war 
crimes, lack of livelihood opportunities, non-restitution of 
former housing occupancy rights and diffi culties accessing full 
pension entitlements. Progress has been made in terms of min-
ority rights, since the arrival of a more moderate government 
in 2000, and under EU pressure. This includes the adoption of 
legislation on minority rights, restitution of private property and 
reconstruction of destroyed properties, and a review of cases 
involving Serbs arrested or convicted for war crimes. In 2008, 
Croatia adopted a procedure which should assist Serb IDPs 
and refugees in obtaining their full pension rights.

The main outstanding issue preventing durable solutions for 
Croatian Serb IDPs is the lack of remedy for former holders of 
occupancy rights. The arbitrary cancellation of these rights du-
ring and after the war affected mainly Croatian Serbs. Contrary 
to the practice in other Balkan countries, Croatia refused to 
allow restitution of fl ats held under occupancy rights, and 
former holders of such rights are only entitled to limited and 
delayed benefi ts from a housing care scheme.

Tensions in Macedonia between ethnic Macedonians and ethnic 
Albanians culminated in violent confl ict in 2001 which displaced 
over 171,000 people, 74,000 of them within the country. Since 
then, over 99 per cent have returned and only around 770 people 
remained displaced. Most of those still displaced in 2008 were 
ethnic Macedonians or Serbs who did not feel safe to return to the 
Albanian-dominated Lipkovo-Aracinovo area. Among them, over 
400 were accommodated privately while more than 300 still lived 
in very poor conditions in collective centres. The support from 
authorities was not suffi cient for the most vulnerable among them, 
such as elderly and sick people and single-headed households, to 
obtain accommodation elsewhere.
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