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IDPS High on the Agenda

Celebrating the entry into force of the 
Kampala Convention, highlighting steps 
ahead towards its implementation
On 6 December 2012, IDMC launched various activities to mark 
the entry into force of the landmark Convention for the Protection 
and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Africa, also 
known as the Kampala Convention (KC).  

IDMC revamped its KC web page, updated its KC publications, and 
published a media guide, in French and English, on this legally 
binding instrument, as well as a map and a short educational video. 
These activities aimed to enhance awareness of the KC among a va-
riety of actors, including key components of civil society and gov-
ernments, both in Africa and globally. IDMC was largely successful 
in accomplishing this goal - not least through broad media cover-
age highlighting the significance of the KC and its entry into force.  
(see ‘communications’ at end).

In addition, on 6 December 2012, IDMC partnered with the Nigerian 
National Human Rights Commission and the Civil Society Legisla-
tive Advocacy Centre in organising a multi-stakeholder forum and 
media briefing in Abuja to highlight the significance of the event 
globally and in Nigeria in particular. Earlier in the year, Nigeria had 
become the 12th country to ratify the KC and had initiated draft-
ing of an IDP national policy incorporating its legally binding provi-
sions.  

Participants included key governmental and non-governmental 
stakeholders as well as international partners, including UNHCR, 
the ICRC and IOM. The subsequent press release called on the Fed-
eral Executive Council of Nigeria to accelerate adoption of the draft 
national IDP policy. It also urged the Nigerian Federal Government 
to incorporate the provisions of the KC in national legislation, to en-
sure respect for the human rights of IDPs, and to promote a frame-
work to provide durable solutions for IDPs in Nigeria.

Internal displacement in Africa: addressing a 
development challenge

IDMC released a new guidance document entitled Internal displace-
ment in Africa: A development challenge on the relevance of devel-
opment action in situations of internal displacement induced by 
disaster and conflict. 

The publication highlights that 
development actors are needed 
throughout the entire displace-
ment process, from prevention 
to achieving durable solutions 
for IDPs. It recommends a human 
rights-based approach to devel-
opment and explains how this 
can improve development im-
pacts in the four areas of govern-
ance, basic services, livelihoods 
and food security, as well as with 
regard to shelter and housing, 
land and property. 

The publication was sponsored by the World Bank and is now avail-
able in English, French, Portuguese and Arabic.

It was informed by the analytical study entitled Internal displace-
ment and the Kampala Convention: an opportunity for development 
actors, published by IDMC in November. The study examines how 
displacement-relevant international and national human rights in-
struments, in particular the KC, can influence and strengthen the 
design and implementation of development interventions and thus 
enhance their impact on the lives of the millions of IDPs in Africa. 

The study, also sponsored by the World Bank, describes internal dis-
placement as an impoverishment process and introduces a rights-
based approach to development action in order to improve the 
quality, impact and sustainability of development initiatives and 
thus reverse impoverishment risks.

Uganda: A dialogue for action to domesticate 
and implement the Kampala Convention

In November, IDMC and the African Union Commission co-hosted 
a pilot workshop, sponsored by the World Bank, on the domestica-
tion and implementation of the KC in Uganda. The purpose of the 
workshop was to establish a dialogue for action in the country to fa-
cilitate this process. It was attended by central Government officials, 
politicians, local authorities, and representatives of the national hu-
man rights commission, national civil society organisations and the 
international community,

Drawing on lessons learned from Uganda’s past in coping with and 
solving its protracted internal displacement crisis in the north of the 
country, the workshop successfully supported planning and prepa-
rations for the KC’s entry into force from a legal, institutional and de-

http://www.internal-displacement.org/kampala-convention
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/4EE9BF94EF586CE7C1257ACB0062D774/$file/kampala-convention-media-guide-en.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/979113CFF0292E97C1257ACB006315D4/$file/map-au-signed-ratified-countries-with-numbers.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=LvA56A5yNyM
http://www.internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/resources.nsf/(httpPublications)/E00D7371D9262111C1257A1B0030B2F4?OpenDocument
http://www.internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/resources.nsf/(httpPublications)/F3A7E4AB7DDD63B3C1257AF70036FCA2?OpenDocument
http://www.internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/resources.nsf/(httpPublications)/F3A7E4AB7DDD63B3C1257AF70036FCA2?OpenDocument
http://www.internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/resources.nsf/(httpPublications)/F3A7E4AB7DDD63B3C1257AF70036FCA2?OpenDocument
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velopment perspective. In this regard, participants emphasised the 
need for both a consultative process to revise Uganda’s IDP policy 
and development of a legal framework in line with the convention’s 
provisions. Uganda’s prolonged IDP crisis also increased workshop 
participants’ awareness of the role played by development actors, 
alongside humanitarian, human rights and peace-building organi-
sations, in addressing internal displacement caused by conflict and 
disaster.

IDMC prepares to launch a report on disaster-
induced displacement in the Philippines

In early December, IDMC met with key stakeholders in Manila to 
prepare for the launch and promotion of its report on implementa-
tion, by the Philippines, of a new law aimed at reducing disaster 
impacts, including displacement. Given the sensitive timing of the 
report, published in January 2013 a few months ahead of the coun-
try’s general elections, IDMC met academics, media, and govern-
ment and representatives of international organisations to ensure 
that the findings and recommendations contained in the report are 
registered and acted upon.

New IDMC model aims to reduce the risk 
of drought-related displacement among 
Kenyan pastoralists 
In November and December, IDMC began to informally unveil a 
new model and policy-support tool designed reduce the risk of and 
better address drought-induced displacement among Kenyan pas-
toralists in North East Province. 

The IDMC-led model is the product of a new partnership with MIT/
Climate Interactive and will provide an empirical evidence base for 
assessing the scale of drought-induced displacement drawn from 
an analysis of the multiple drivers of displacement. 

The model dynamics were shared with experts from the Institut 
d’Etudes Politiques (IEP) in Paris, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), among others. 
The model will be further developed, calibrated and tested before 
being introduced at field level in Kenya.

A shelter project set up in Cagayan de Oro, Mindanao. (IDMC, 2012)

Policy Guidance

Housing, Land and Property (HLP)
Participation in expert consultation on 
tenure security organised by the Special 
Rapporteur on Adequate Housing 
IDMC was invited by the Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing 
to an expert group meeting (22-23 October) designed to inform her 
work on tenure security, which is expected to be the main focus of 
her office over the next two years. 

The meeting resulted in several recommendations, including the 
need to look into situations such as post-conflict and natural disas-
ters where displaced populations face huge challenges in terms of 
tenure security. In this regard, IDMC’s input into the draft report of 
the Special Rapporteur emphasised that IDP needs should be taken 
into account as part of broader policies to support tenure security 
and adequate housing. 

The first report of the Special Rapporteur dedicated to tenure se-
curity will be presented during the 22nd session of the UN Human 
Rights Council in March 2013.

Athens conference on regularisation of 
informal settlements 

IDMC participated in a conference in Athens (13-14 December) on 
“Spatial Information, Informal Development, Property and Hous-
ing”, organised by the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE). 

Participants exchanged views on the issue of informal settlements 
in the region and on possible solutions to address the legal, eco-
nomic and social challenges faced by their inhabitants. An IDMC 
presentation on the regularisation of Roma Mahala informal settle-
ments in Kosovo described how Kosovo authorities and the inter-
national community have designed a solution that facilitates tenure 
security and provides for the sustainable return to Kosovo of Roma 
IDPs. This case study is one of the good practices identified as part 
of the IDMC housing project that aims to both single out practices 
that improve adequate housing in urban settings and support du-
rable solutions for IDPs.

Natural disasters
IDMC contributions highlighted at launch of 
Nansen Initiative

IDMC and NRC participated in the launch of the Nansen Initiative 
in October, on the sidelines of UNHCR’s 63rd Executive Committee 
meeting. 

At the inaugural session of the Nansen Initiative Consultative Com-
mittee, which immediately followed the launch event, IDMC out-
lined both existing knowledge on the scale, scope and patterns of 
disaster-related population displacement as well as new methods 
to predict these phenomena in the context of slow-onset events at 
sub-national level.

http://www.internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/resources.nsf/(httpPublications)/7252EA5157AB1A6DC1257B02004DEC45?OpenDocument
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An updated IDMC overview on Côte d’Ivoire was published in No-
vember. It highlights the volatile security situation characterised 
by inter-communal tensions, land disputes and violence by armed 
groups that prevents IDPs from returning to their home areas in an 
appropriate and durable manner. In one instance, a number of dis-
placed people were forced to flee Nahibly camp in the west of the 
country after it came under armed attack. Much more needs to be 
done by the government and the humanitarian community to ad-
dress the plight of the many IDPs in Côte d’Ivoire for whom durable 
solutions have yet to be found. 

Workshop on the HLP rights of IDPs

In October, IDMC conducted an HLP workshop in Côte d’Ivoire at 
the request of the Protection Cluster. The purpose of the workshop 
was to highlight the specific needs of IDPs in relation to HLP in Côte 
d’Ivoire. Participants included 18 representatives from the various 
ministries dealing with land issues (Agriculture, Justice, Interior and 
Family) and officials from regions affected by displacement. 

The workshop resulted in a set of recommendations on land issues 
that were presented to the 2nd inter-ministerial land seminar or-
ganised by the Prime Minister in Grand Bassam shortly after the 
workshop ended. As a follow up, IDMC will contribute to drafting 
recommendations and talking points on HLP issues in Côte d’Ivoire 
for use by the Protection Cluster and the UN Country Team in their 
communications on land issues.

Kenya

IDMC conducted a three-week mission to Kenya to gather infor-
mation on the current state of IDPs and on recent progress on IDP 
legislation in the country. IDC staff held meetings with government 
officials, UN agencies and local civil society organisations, and con-
ducted interviews with IDPs in the Rift Valley. The mission findings 
are reflected in the Kenya overview, published in December 2012. 

The overview highlighted that even though a large number of Ken-
yans displaced during the post-election violence of 2007 and 2008 
are still struggling to find durable solutions, the level of service pro-
vision and donor attention they receive is rapidly declining. It also 
shed light on the clear gap between short-term emergency meas-
ures and comprehensive medium and long-term initiatives needed 
to end their displacement and enable them to restart their lives.

Pastoralist IDPs from Baragoi. (IDMC/Loikas - Maralal, 2012)

IDMC calls for more research on climate-
induced internal displacement

In November, IDMC advocated for increased focus on climate-in-
duced internal displacement at the 18th session of the Conference 
of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention (UNF-
CCC COP 18) in Doha (Qatar). 

This was a follow-up to the presentation of two joint NRC/IDMC 
submissions on this topic to the UNFCCC in September (see July-
September Quarterly Update). The UNFCCC Parties agreed that “[…] 
further work [is needed] to advance the understanding of and exper-
tise on loss and damage, which includes […] how impacts of climate 
change are affecting patterns of migration, displacement and hu-
man mobility” (UNFCCC, FCCC/CP/2012/L.4/Rev.1, Paragraph 7 (a)). 

Internal displacement in Haiti

A first country overview and web page on the displacement situation 
in Haiti was published on the IDMC website in December. This new 
information source for policymakers, field practioners and others 
highlights the multiple displacement situations and the severe risk 
of more natural disasters and displacement occurring in the country. 

The Overview spotlights obstacles and progress towards achiev-
ing durable solutions for the hundreds of thousands of Haitians still 
without adequate housing and access to basic services both within 
and outside temporary camp situations three years following the 
January 2010 earthquake. It also signals protection concerns for 
those displaced in 2012 by hurricane and flood disasters, includ-
ing Tropical Storm Sandy which struck Haiti at the end of October. 
The information and analysis for the content of this inaugural Haiti 
country page was informed by a first IDMC mission to Haiti carried 
out in November. Hosted by the Shelter and CCCM Cluster, the mis-
sion explored potential areas for research and advocacy and de-
veloped contacts and partnerships with national and international 
policy and operational actors in the country. 

IDMC contributes to IFRC World Disasters 
Report 2012

IDMC was invited to contribute to the IFRC’s 2012 World Disasters Re-
port: Focus on Forced Migration and Displacement in its capacity as a 
member of the publication’s editorial board. IDMC data, expertise and 
review process feedback are reflected throughout the report. IDMC 
was a panellist at the report launch event organised by the IFRC for 
government representatives and other international actors in Geneva.

Africa
Côte d'Ivoire

In October, IDMC met government officials and humanitarian part-
ners during a mission to Côte d’Ivoire. Given the scarce information 
available on IDP numbers, displacement areas and the needs of re-
maining IDPs in Côte d’Ivoire, IDMC lobbied a wide range of actors 
to ask them to agree to include questions on these issues in the na-
tional census due to start in 2013. After gaining a positive response, 
IDMC began work with JIPS on the formulation of IDP-related ques-
tions to be included in the census.

http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/CE2D86027640C87EC1257AC4003957AC/$file/cotedivoire_overview_nov2012.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/070E66B46B541C0CC1257AE20043FA02/$file/kenya-overview-dec2012.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2012/cop18/eng/l04r01.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/E8E09D496D1EAEF1C1257ADA003F5222/$file/haiti-overview-dec2012.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004CE90B/(httpCountries)/DCDB080077C98556C1257AD900520099?opendocument&count=10000
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Research on internal displacement of 
pastoralists

In partnership with the Kenya Red Cross Society, IDMC concluded 
a first series of field consultations with pastoralist communities in 
northern and northeastern parts of Kenya to identify policy gaps 
and approaches to better respond to IDP pastoralists’ needs and 
promote suitable durable solutions. 

While pastoralists have developed effective strategies to cope with 
the harsh living conditions, the cumulative impact of various stress 
factors that impact negatively on pastoral production systems and 
livestock, and thus on pastoralist communities, can lead to pastoral-
ist displacement. Such displacement is mostly frequently triggered 
by a combination of localised violence and drought causing loss of 
livestock. Other factors such as the proliferation of small arms or the 
slow delivery of relief also contribute to displacement. 

Mali

In October, IDMC published its first-ever country overview on inter-
nal displacement in Mali following the critical political, security and 
humanitarian crises generated by the January 2012 Tuareg rebel-
lion. The overview highlights the causes of displacement (conflict 
and violence but also food insecurity) as well as the difficulties faced 
by IDPs both in northern and southern parts of the country. Insecu-
rity in the north has prevented comprehensive assessments of IDP 
needs and humanitarian assistance delivery there has been restrict-
ed by Islamist groups that control the region. Moreover, host families 
throughout the country have exhausted their coping mechanisms. 

Following publication of the overview, IDMC visited Mali to establish 
key partnerships for future training on protection issues scheduled 
to begin in the first quarter of 2013. IDMC also joined a New York-
based NGO coalition on Mali, which seeks to advocate for the inclu-
sion of a strong humanitarian component should the UN Security 
Council decide to deploy a military force in the north of the country.

Nigeria

IDMC and the Geneva-based UNHCR Department of International 
Protection conducted a joint mission (12-14 December) to explore 
ways to support UNHCR-Nigeria in building local IDP protection ca-
pacities and to develop national law and policy frameworks for IDP 
protection.  IDMC will conduct IDP protection training in Nigeria in 
close partnership with UNHCR, which in 2012 assumed a leadership 
role in strengthening the national response to IDP issues in Nigeria.

On 13 December, IDMC assisted the Swiss embassy in Abuja in or-
ganising a briefing for the foreign diplomatic corps there on the 
situation of internal displacement in Nigeria, the humanitarian re-
sponse, the protection risks faced by IDPs in the country, and the 
status of the national IDP policy development process. The briefing, 
attended embassy officials from some 12 countries, was given by 
IDMC and representatives of the National Emergency Management 
Agency, the National Commission for Refugees, the National Com-
mission for Human Rights, Action Aid Nigeria, and UNHCR Nigeria.

South Sudan

IDMC undertook an initial orientation/assessment mission to South 
Sudan to inform its upcoming overview on the country. It provided 
information on its findings to the Special Rapporteur on the Human 
Rights of IDPs, in preparation for his planned visit to South Sudan 
in 2013.

Americas
Mexico

In December, IDMC provided input to a draft Protocol for the Pro-
tection of IDPs drawn up by the Mexican National Human Rights 
Commission. IDMC was requested to provide the input after col-
laborating with the Commission earlier in the year on the planning 
and delivery of a training workshop on IDP protection. 

Asia
Afghanistan

Working with the NRC Country Office, IDMC contributed to a new 
report on internal displacement in Afghanistan entitled The Chal-
lenges of IDP Protection in Afghanistan: Research study on the 
Protection of IDPs in Afghanistan. The report identifies the main 
gaps in protection and assistance available to IDPs in Afghanistan 
as their number continues to grow, and makes recommendations 
to strengthen national and international responses to their needs. 

Published in November, the report was circulated widely among 
donors, NGOs and UN agencies in Geneva and elsewhere in Europe. 
It raised awareness among international donors, the humanitarian 
and development community, and national authorities about the 
challenges faced by Afghanistan’s expanding IDP population, and 
will serve to inform the ongoing development of Afghanistan’s Na-
tional IDP Policy by the Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation.

Pakistan

During a field mission to Peshawar and Islamabad (1-12 October), 
IDMC held a series of meetings with provincial government officials, 
UN agencies and NGOs working on IDP issues in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Province (KP) and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). 
Discussions focused on the need to strengthen a principled human-
itarian response to IDP challenges in KP and FATA by expanding IDP 
registration criteria. IDMC subsequently briefed the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of IDPs in New York and 
the OCHA Desk Officer for Pakistan on key mission findings, includ-
ing challenges in relation to IDP registration.

An internally displaced family from northern Mali in Bamako. (IDMC, 2012)

http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/978BA1D74D325DFAC1257A8A00312A53/$file/mali-overview-oct2012.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/D7EC12FE714A55E9C1257AC5004D8D7C/$file/challenges-of-idp-protection-afghanistan-2012.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/D7EC12FE714A55E9C1257AC5004D8D7C/$file/challenges-of-idp-protection-afghanistan-2012.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/D7EC12FE714A55E9C1257AC5004D8D7C/$file/challenges-of-idp-protection-afghanistan-2012.pdf
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Philippines 

Following the October signing of a Framework Agreement between 
the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), IDMC 
issued a public statement emphasising the opportunity offered by 
this agreement to address the problem of internal displacement. 
The statement underlined some of the challenges that lie ahead 
but also identified some ways forward. 

In particular, IDMC urged the government to adopt the Rights of 
IDPs Act 2012 discussed in the Philippines Senate, which would 
provide a solid legislative framework for addressing the assistance 
and protection needs of all IDPs in the country. IDMC advocated 
directly with Senate members encouraging them to prioritise the 
IDP bill. In December, the second-highest ranking Senate official 
proclaimed support for the adoption of the IDP bill. As of the end of 
2012, however, the bill was still pending in the Senate.   

IDP protection training workshop

At the end of October, IDMC conducted the first of a series of IDP 
protection workshops intended to reinforce the capacity of the 
Philippine protection cluster to effectively advocate for and ensure 
protection in situations of internal displacement in East Mindanao 
caused by conflict and natural disasters. The workshop covered in-
ternational and national standards and current institutional struc-
tures relevant to the protection of the human rights of IDPs (see 
training section below). 

Participants used the knowledge gained in the workshop to draft 
and send a petition urging the Philippine Senate to pass the pend-
ing IDP bill. The workshop also discussed and strengthened the 
strategic plans of regional networks in East Mindanao, which was 
later hit hard by Typhoon Pablo in December 2012.

Assessment in Eastern Mindanao

Working through the Balay Rehabilitation Center, its local partner, 
IDMC initiated a three-month IDP field assessment in several provinc-
es of Eastern Mindanao in October. The assessment aims to provide a 
clearer understanding of the modalities and impact of displacement 
specifically resulting from clashes between the Philippines national 
armed forces and communist rebels of the New People’s Army (NPA) 
in Eastern Mindanao. Its ultimate goal is to identify short, medium to 
long term solutions that contribute to mitigating the impact of con-
flict and displacement on affected communities and that help to ad-
dress some of the root causes of the hostilities. Central to gaining bet-
ter understanding of the overall dynamics involved will be an analysis 
of the relationship between resource-based conflicts triggered by 
development projects targeting indigenous communities and the 
broader ‘ideological’ conflict between the government and the NPA.

Sri Lanka

In October IDMC published the report Sri Lanka: A hidden displace-
ment crisis, which was circulated among key stakeholders during 
the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review on Sri Lanka. 

The report notably states that, as of the end of September 2012, 
many of the nearly 470,000 people who had returned to their home 
areas since the end of the armed conflict in 2009 remained in need 
of protection and assistance. This group still had insufficient ac-
cess to shelter, food, water and sanitation, and faced difficulties in 
rebuilding their livelihoods and exercising their civil rights. In the 
conflict-affected areas, the protection situation remains problem-
atic due to the large-scale military presence; moreover, the military 
has become an important economic player and a key competitor 
of returnees and others - making their livelihood recovery difficult. 
The report also focuses on the situation of more than 115,000 peo-
ple who remain internally displaced in camps, with host communi-
ties or in transit sites, or who have been relocated, often against 
their will, to areas other than their places of origin.

Europe and the Caucasus
Georgia

IDMC conducted a field mission in Georgia in October to collect in-
formation on housing programmes that have helped IDPs progress 
towards durable solutions, and to identify the most important cur-
rent IDP protection issues. Among the main observations of the mis-
sion were the changes in government following the October parlia-
mentary election, the revised action plan to implement the State 
Strategy on IDPs, housing solutions for IDPs, the law on IDPs, and 
protection challenges in Abkhazia.  These observations were com-
municated to key stakeholders at the EU, USAID, the Council of Eu-
rope and UN agencies, many of whom said the information would 
prove useful in informing their future action in relation to Georgia.

Russian Federation

IDMC was a keynote speaker at the seminar on “The Rights of Inter-
nally Displaced Persons” held in Pyatigorsk, Russian Federation in 
November. The seminar was co-organised by the Council of Europe 
and the Economy, Policy and Law Research Centre, and was hosted 
by the Office of the Ombudsman of the Russian Federation. IDMC 
outlined applicable regional and international standards for the 
protection of IDPs, including the Framework for Durable Solutions, 
and shared examples of housing projects in support of IDPs in the 
region, with Russian migration officials.

A recipient of housing voucher, Kutaisi, Georgia. (IDMC, 2012)

http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/0F7746546306FCB3C1257AA8005845A6/$file/srilanka-overview-oct2012.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/0F7746546306FCB3C1257AA8005845A6/$file/srilanka-overview-oct2012.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/democracy/migration/archiveSelectYear_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/democracy/migration/archiveSelectYear_en.asp
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Middle East and North Africa
Israel/OPT 

In December 2011, in Jerusalem, IDMC conducted capacity-build-
ing training to address displacement-related challenges for staff 
of 12 Palestinian and Israeli NGOs operating on both sides of the 
Green Line. The training laid the groundwork for cooperation be-
tween the participating organisations. 

In December 2012, as a follow up, the leading Israeli human rights 
organisation Adalah held a conference in Beersheva on displace-
ment on both sides of the 1967 demarcation line, in which IDMC 
played an active role, including in facilitating UN participation. In 
addition, IDMC advocacy, in coordination with APRODEV, contrib-
uted to Adalah‘s decision to place the issue of internal displacement 
on both sides of the 1948 demarcation line high on the agenda of 
its strategic priorities for 2013. 

This positive development is in line with IDMC’s objective of ensur-
ing that all stakeholders working on displacement-related issues in 
Palestine are able to view them within the broader context of Is-
rael’s policies in relation to its own national minority, rather than as 
a separate set of policies. This broader understanding will help shift 
the terms of the debate on displacement in Palestine to contribute 
to policy solutions that reflect the Israeli government’s thinking on 
the issue. 

Yemen

In December, IDMC published a comprehensive report on the 
430,000 IDPs in Yemen, entitled Internal Displacement Continues 
Amid Multiple Crises. 

The overview reflects that displacement is occurring in the context 
of an already volatile and impoverished country facing considera-
ble development challenges and pre-existing humanitarian needs. 
The resulting political instability is further limiting the govern-
ment’s capacity to provide basic services, contributing to increased 
humanitarian needs among vulnerable groups. Fighting between 
various factions - government, opposition, tribes and militants - has 
exacerbated these conditions among already chronically impover-
ished populations and led to continuing internal displacement in 
the northern, central and southern regions of the country.

Under the auspices of UNHCR-Yemen, IDMC also conducted a five-
day skills instruction workshop for trainers (see training section be-
low) that aimed to contribute to capacity-building for IDP protec-
tion in Yemen. 

Delivered in Arabic, the workshop reviewed the Guiding Principles 
on Internal Displacement and their application in Yemen. It also 
included theoretical and practical sessions on adult methodology 
and an intensive two-day practicum where participants conceptu-
alised and delivered IDP protection modules adapted to the Yemen 
context and audience, followed by feedback sessions. 

The participants selected for this workshop will be the first mem-
bers of a pool of IDP protection trainers that UNHCR intends to cre-
ate based on previous agreements with the government and the 
university. 

Training
Global Protection Cluster - Protection 
Coordination Training in West Africa 

Location Dakar, Senegal

Dates 15-19 October 2012

Participants 30 members of the Protection Clusters in Côte d’Ivoire, 
Mali and Niger, and members of the Regional Protection 
Working Group based in Dakar

Partners UNHCR

IDMC co-facilitated with UNHCR, on behalf of the Global Protec-
tion Cluster, a regional workshop on Protection Coordination for 
selected members of the Protection Clusters in Côte d’Ivoire, Mali 
and Niger, and members of the Regional Protection Working Group 
based in Dakar. 

This was the second of two pilot workshops conducted by IDMC 
and UNHCR, which broadened the target audience beyond inter-
national actors to include governmental and non-governmental 
members of country-level protection clusters. 

Participatory methodologies were used in all sessions, which cov-
ered the legal bases, substantive concepts and tools for protection 
analysis and the design of protection responses, and soft skills for 
communication, presentation, consensus building, negotiation, 
running effective meetings and building effective teams.  

The regional dimension of the workshop provided added learning 
value through peer groups sharing their experience and practices 
with each other.  Additional IDMC training on the protection of IDPs 
and the KC carried out in Niger in November 2012 and planned for 
Mali in 2013 aims to reinforce learning at the Global Protection Clus-
ter workshop and further strengthen the capacities of these protec-
tion actors, who are facing relatively recent internal displacement 
crises, on the specific rights and assistance needs of IDPs.

Training Workshop on IDP protection in East 
Mindanao, Philippines

Location Davao City, Philippines 

Dates 25 - 26 October 2012

Participants 35 protection cluster members from East Mindanao 
(Region XI and Caraga Region) from the Philippine Com-
mission on Human Rights, Philippine government line 
ministries (Department of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment, Department of Interior and Local Government, 
Department of Education, Office of Civil Defence), the 
Philippine Army, the National Commission on Indigenous 
Peoples, and civil society organisations

Partners Philippine Commission on Human Rights and Balay Rehabili-
tation Center

IDMC delivered the first of a series of IDP protection workshops in-
tended to reinforce the capacity of the Philippine protection clus-
ter to effectively advocate for and ensure protection in situations 
of internal displacement in East Mindanao caused by conflict and 
natural disasters. 

The workshop covered international and national standards and 
current institutional structures relevant to the protection of the hu-
man rights of IDPs in the two regions. 

http://internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/8D24A4E89B93B100C1257AD70052594B/$file/yemen-overview-dec2012.pdf
http://internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/8D24A4E89B93B100C1257AD70052594B/$file/yemen-overview-dec2012.pdf
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In terms of policy, participants used the knowledge gained in the 
workshop to draft and send a petition urging the Philippine Sen-
ate to pass the pending IDP bill. The workshop also discussed and 
strengthened the strategic plans of the respective regional net-
works from the two regions, which were subsequently hit hard by 
Typhoon Pablo in December 2012.

Kampala Convention Training in Niger
Location Niamey, Niger

Dates 20 - 23  November 2012

Participants 27 representatives of national authorities (including MPs) 
and NGOs, international actors and members of the UN 
system. 

Partners UNHCR and UNOCHA offices in Dakar and Niamey. 

Together with UNHCR and UNOCHA, IDMC conducted a training 
workshop in Niamey, Niger in November on the effective imple-
mentation of the KC.

In May 2012, Niger became the 12th country to ratify the KC since 
the entry into force of this legally binding instrument on 6 Decem-
ber 2012. The main objectives of the workshop, which was co-facil-
itated by staff of the UNHCR and UNOCHA regional offices in Dakar, 
were to familiarise key stakeholders such as parliamentarians, rep-
resentatives of key ministries and civil society members with the 
provisions of the KC and to examine with them ways for Niger to 
develop an internal displacement policy accordingly.

A working group comprising MPs, members of ministries, national 
and international NGOs, as well as UNOCHA and UNHCR, was created 
to follow up on an action plan agreed during the workshop that in-
cluded formulation of a process to draft a national IDP law and policy. 

Celebrating the entry into Force of the 
Kampala Convention in Nigeria 

Location Abuja, Nigeria

Dates 6-14 December 2012

Partners Nigerian National Human Rights Commission, Civil Society 
Legislative Advocacy Centre, UNHCR, Embassy of Switzerland  

IDMC organised three events in Abuja as a means of furthering its 
global and Nigeria-specific advocacy and capacity-building activi-
ties related to the entry into force and implementation of the KC.

First, on 6 December, IDMC and its partners, the Nigerian National 
Human Rights Commission and the Civil Society Legislative Advo-
cacy Centre, co-hosted a multi-stakeholder forum and media brief-
ing in Abuja to mark the occasion.  Earlier in the year, Nigeria had 
become the 12th country to ratify the KC and initiated the drafting 
of a national IDP policy in consideration of its legal obligations un-
der the instrument. 

Participants at the forum/briefing included key governmental and 
non-governmental stakeholders as well as international partners, 
including UNHCR, the ICRC and IOM. The accompanying IDMC press 
release called on the Federal Executive Council to accelerate adop-
tion of the draft national IDP policy. It also urged the Federal Govern-
ment to integrate the provisions of the KC into national legislation, 
and to ensure respect for the human rights of IDPs, as well as sup-

port for a framework to provide durable solutions for IDPs in Nigeria.

Second, between 12 and 14 December, IDMC and the Geneva-based 
UNHCR Department of International Protection carried out a joint 
mission to explore how they could assist UNHCR-Nigeria in building 
the IDP protection capacities of national partners and in develop-
ing a national law and a policy framework on IDPs. IDMC plans to 
conduct training activities in Nigeria in close partnership with UN-
HCR, which in 2012 assumed a leadership role in strengthening the 
national response to IDP-related challenges in the country.

Lastly, on 13 December, IDMC assisted the Swiss Embassy in organ-
ising a briefing for the Abuja-based foreign diplomatic corps. The 
briefing focused on the situation of internal displacement in Nige-
ria, the humanitarian response, the protection risks faced by IDPs in 
the country, and the status of the national IDP policy development 
process. 

It was attended by diplomats from some 12 countries. The speak-
ers included IDMC and representatives of the National Emergency 
Management Agency, the National Commission for Refugees, the 
National Commission for Human Rights, Action Aid Nigeria, and 
UNHCR-Nigeria.

Skills instruction workshop on IDP protection 
in Yemen 

Location Sana’a, Yemen 

Dates December 15- 19, 2012

Participants 17 practitioners from the Ministry of Human Rights, the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, the government 
Executive Unit for IDPs, the University of Sana’a, UNHCR-
Yemen and their implementing partners and other civil 
society organisations – covering Sana’a, Aden, Haradh, 
Amranm, Hajja and Sa’ada

Partners UN High Commissioner for Refugees – Yemen 

Under the auspices of UNHCR-Yemen, IDMC conducted a five-day 
skills instruction workshop for trainers designed to contribute to 
capacity-building on IDP protection in Yemen. 

Delivered in Arabic, the workshop reviewed the Guiding Principles 
on Internal Displacement and their application in Yemen. It also 
included theoretical and practical sessions on adult methodology 
and an intensive two-day practicum where participants conceptu-
alised and delivered IDP protection modules adapted to the Yemen 
context and audience, followed by feedback sessions. The partici-
pants selected for this workshop will be the first members of a pool 
of IDP protection trainers that UNHCR intends to create based on 
previous agreements with the government and the university. 



8

Communications

The Kampala Convention media campaign

On December 6, when the Kampala Convention came into force, 
IDMC launched an international media and social media campaign.  
The objective was to raise awareness of the convention, and to urge 
states who had not yet ratified to do so.  IDMC communications de-
veloped a media guide aimed at African journalists, a map of ratified 
countries, and a short video.  A press release was sent out, and all the 
assets were distributed to journalists as well as to key stakeholders. 

Impact evaluation:
•	 136 articles mentioning IDMC in online news, interna-

tional news sites, and blogs; a potential audience reach of 
159,257,558 people

•	 4 x BBC World Service interviews, including BBC Africa in 
Focus which has potential audience reach of over 80 million 
in Africa

•	 Nearly 39,000 hits on our website on launch day
•	 The Kampala Convention web page saw  three times the traf-

fic in November as compared with previous months
•	 Social Media: Number of ‘likes’ on Facebook increased by 10% 

and approximately 55,000 people reached via Twitter in the 
campaign period

Website

Website statistics October-December 2012
•	 Over 229,278 visits in the period 
•	 Almost 112,405 unique visitors 
•	 Over 316,597 downloads 

Top 10 most viewed country pages
•	 Colombia
•	 Syria
•	 Sudan
•	 Kenya
•	 Pakistan

Samples of high value coverage

Publication Date: 12/14/2012
Title: Anna Richardson: Children in Mali: The ‘Little Ones’ Bear the 
Brunt of Current Conflict
Outlet: www.huffingtonpost.com
Unique Visitors Per Month: 4,658,192
Publicity Value: €2,827.64 EUR ($3,768.52 USD)

Publication Date: 12/08/2012
Title: Familias de la sierra de Guerrero dejan su hogar tras muerte de 
activista - Nacional
Outlet: CNN México
Unique Visitors Per Month: 690,000
Publicity Value: €253.89 EUR ($338.37 USD)

Publication Date: 12/07/2012
Title: African convention on internally displaced persons comes into 
force
Outlet: Guardian
Unique Visitors Per Month: 65,334,208
Publicity Value: €21,009.29 EUR ($28,000.00 USD)

Publication Date: 12/07/2012
Title: African treaty to aid the internally displaced comes into force 
3 years after it was adopted
Outlet: Washington Post
Unique Visitors Per Month: 9,522,320
Publicity Value: €2,988.71 EUR ($3,983.19 USD)

Publication Date: 11/21/2012
Title: Cerca de 200.000 niños se enfrentan al riesgo de violaciones y 
reclutamientos tras la entrada del M23 en Goma (RDCongo)
Outlet: Agencia Europa Press
Unique Visitors Per Month: 8,528,989
Publicity Value: €3,394.59 EUR ($4,524.12 USD)

Publication Date: 11/11/2012
Title: Lucy Popescu: Sri Lanka: Ethical Tourism Campaign
Outlet: www.huffingtonpost.com
Unique Visitors Per Month: 4,658,192
Publicity Value: €2,152.62 EUR ($2,868.89 USD)

Publication Date: 11/22/2012
Title: A Qualitative Study of Georgian Youth Who Are on the Street 
or Institutionalized
Outlet: Hindawi Publishing Corporation
Publicity Value: €1,533.96 EUR ($2,044.37 USD)

Publication Date: 12/06/2012
Title: African treaty to aid the displaced takes effect 
Outlet: MSN Canada
Unique Visitors Per Month: 12,000,000
Publicity Value: €4,295.26 EUR ($5,724.48 USD)

Publication Date: 12/06/2012
Title: Kampala Convention is First of its Kind for Displaced People
Outlet: Voice of America Radio Network
Unique Visitors Per Month: 784,017
Publicity Value: €442.94 EUR ($590.32 USD)

•	 Uganda
•	 DR Congo
•	 Somalia
•	 Sri Lanka
•	 Afghanistan

News alerts:

IDMC published 7 news alerts during the quarter which included 16 
stories covering 11 countries, Children IDPs, Female IDPs and Natu-
ral Disaster IDPs.

New blogging platform

In December, IDMC began blogging.  The first blog post was launched 
on December 3, and the blogging platform will be integrated into 
the new website, due to launch later this year.

Press and media

In this quarter – IDMC’s global news coverage continued to increase 
with targeted press activity around the Kampala Convention, DRC, 
Cote D’Ivoire and the Philippines.

http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/4EE9BF94EF586CE7C1257ACB0062D774/$file/kampala-convention-media-guide-en.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/979113CFF0292E97C1257ACB006315D4/$file/map-au-signed-ratified-countries-with-numbers.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/979113CFF0292E97C1257ACB006315D4/$file/map-au-signed-ratified-countries-with-numbers.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=LvA56A5yNyM
http://news.cision.com/internal-displacement-monitoring-centre--idmc-/r/africa-takes-the-lead--world-s-first-continental-treaty-to-protect-those-forced-to-flee-comes-into-f,c9345848
http://www.internal-displacement.org/kampala-convention
http://blog.internal-displacement.org/
http://news.cision.com/internal-displacement-monitoring-centre--idmc-/r/africa-takes-the-lead--world-s-first-continental-treaty-to-protect-those-forced-to-flee-comes-into-f,c9345848
http://news.cision.com/internal-displacement-monitoring-centre--idmc-/r/alors-que-goma-tombe-aux-mains-des-rebelles--le-risque-de-viol-et-de-recrutement-force-augmente-pour,c9337431
http://news.cision.com/internal-displacement-monitoring-centre--idmc-/r/two-years-on--cote-d-ivoire-remains-shattered-by-post-electoral-crisis-as-24-000-more-forced-to-flee,c9341641
http://news.cision.com/internal-displacement-monitoring-centre--idmc-/r/idmc-welcomes-new-peace-deal-in-philippines--but-warns-that-challenges-remain,c9321712
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IDMC media work, October – December 2012 Press Report Items
Media impact Evaluation QU4
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IDMC’s financial situation
Financial Situation as at 31 December 2012:
Funds received: CHF 3,789,290.68,  USD 4,060,261.26
Funds pledged USD 380,251.17
Expenditure: USD 4,440,512.43
% 2012 budget pledged/received: 100 per cent

Thanks to our donors!
We would like to thank our donors for their support in 2012 so far:

Australia’s AusAID, the Liechtenstein MFA, Netherlands MFA, Nor-
way’s MFA, Sweden’s Sida, Switzerland FDFA, UNHCR, the UK’s DFID, 
USA’s USAID and the World Bank Group

Funds pledged or received as of 31 Dec. 2012

 
 
 
 

Liechtenstein
Other donors

Dutch MFA
World Bank

UNHCR

Switzerland

Sweden's Sida

Australia's AusAID

UK's DFID

Norwegian MFA

USA's USAID

For further information, please contact 
Kate Halff
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 
Chemin de Balexert 7-9, CH-1219 Châtelaine  
Geneva, Switzerland
Phone: +41 22 799 07 03
Fax: +41 22 799 07 01
E-mail: kate.halff@nrc.ch


