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YEMEN 
Figure Analysis – Displacement Related to Conflict and Violence  

CONTEXT 
Conflict in Yemen continued ceaselessly throughout 2018. New displacements in the first half of the year 
were concentrated in areas of the western governorates controlled by the Ansar Allah (also known as the 
Houthi movement), where Saudi-led airstrikes hit densely populated areas and urban centres such 
Hodeidah and Taizz.  
 
Hodeidah, a major port with crucial importance for the delivery of goods and humanitarian aid, was 
particularly affected and was the focus of a Saudi-led military operation named ’Golden Victory’ which 
began on 13 June.  Renewed strikes in October and an escalation of hostilities in Hodeidah starting 
on 4 November continued to drive people away from urban centres and prevent the delivery of aid on the 
ground.   
  
A lack of safe and dignified solutions to internal displacement means people are being steadily pushed 
towards a situation of protracted displacement.   
  

New displacements Total number of IDPs 

Partial or unverified solutions 

Number of IDPs who 

have made partial 

progress towards a 

durable solution 

Number of IDPs whose 

progress towards 

durable solutions 

cannot be verified 

252,000 2,324,000 
(Year figure was last updated: 

2018) 

1,009,000 
(As of June 2018) 

No data available 

This corresponds to new 

instances of internal 

displacement having occurred 

in 2018. 

 

This corresponds to the total 

number of individuals living in 

internal displacement as of 31 

December 2018. 

 

This corresponds to the 

number of IDPs whom our 

data providers have identified 

as having returned, resettled 

or locally integrated in 2018 

and for whom the evidence 

obtained by IDMC suggests 

that progress toward durable 

solutions is only partial given 

their living conditions. In a few 

instances this number may 

refer to movements rather 

than people. 

This corresponds to the 

number of IDPs whom our 

data providers have identified 

as having returned, resettled 

or locally integrated in 2018 

but for whom there is no 

available evidence to 

corroborate progress toward 

durable solutions. In a few 

instances this number may 

refer to movements rather 

than people. 
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NEW DISPLACEMENTS 
This corresponds to new instances of internal displacement having occurred in 2018. 

 Sources and methodologies  
The sources for this estimate include the UNHCR-led Protection Cluster and IOM.  Both sources 

collect data through key informant (KI) interviews in person or over the phone.   

Additional sources include IOM DTM Area Assessments, which also collect data through KIs and IOM 

Emergency Tracking Tool (ETT) data, which IOM and its partners, including local and international NGOs 

as well as local and national authorities, compile daily in person and through phone interviews. In those 

areas IOM has access to, field teams verify cases directly or perform a review of individual registries 

and key informant interviews. 

 Main caveats and monitoring challenges  
IDMC’s estimate of new displacements in 2018 in Yemen is conservative. Other sources include 

displacement which began on 1 December 2017, while our estimate begins from 1 January 2018. IDMC 

also only used numbers that had been verified. Moreover, the latest reliable figures of displacement 

published by partners date back to early November 2018, meaning there is no data for the last month 

and a half of 2018. Additionally, following consultations with partners in the country, IDMC has adopted 

an average household size (AHHS) of 6 instead of 6.5 for all displacement calculations in the country, 

to align with the analysis of partners.   

Other general challenges surrounding the analysis of Yemen's data are the lack of access to certain 

communities and the lengthy information verification process, which might result in underreporting 

some new displacements. 

 IDMC figure and rationale  
The new displacements estimate is the sum of figures from the Protection Cluster from 1 January 2018 

to 1 June 2018, IOM DTM’s general conflict updates from 1 June 2018 to 23 October 2018, and IOM 

ETT’s Hodeidah crisis reports from 1 June to 6 November 2018. 

 Significant changes from last year  
This year, IDMC used data from both the Protection Cluster and IOM, whereas last year’s estimate was 

mainly based on IOM data. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF IDPS 
This corresponds to the total number of individuals living in internal displacement as of 31 December 2018. 

 Sources and methodologies  
IDMC’s estimate is taken from the Task Force on Population Movement (TFPM) which is led by IOM and 

incorporates data from IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), UNHCR Population Movement 

Tracking (PMT) and the National Authority for the Management and Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs and Disaster Recovery (NAMCHA).  

Data collected by IOM DTM and UNHCR PMT is based on key informant interviews and collaboration 

with local NGOs. NAMCHA provided the Task Force with estimates for those locations which are not 

yet accessible to IOM DTM’s and UNHCR PMT’s key informants and enumerators. 

 Main caveats and monitoring challenges  
IDMC’s estimate is considered conservative as it is based on TFPM data collected up to June 2018, and 

therefore does not cover the second half of the year. IDMC was not able to use data from the IOM 
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Emergency Tracking Tool due to a risk of double-counting when the same displacements were recorded 

by multiple partners. IDMC did not use unverified figures published by NAMCHA.  

 IDMC figure and rationale  
IDMC calculated its estimate by subtracting the number of people displaced by disasters in 2018 from 

the total number of IDPs as reported in Task Force’s 17th report as of June 2018.  

 Significant changes from last year  
In contrast to the last year’s figure which presented data as at 31 December 2017, this year’s estimate 

is based exclusively on IOM DTM data from the Task Force’s 17th report as of June 2018. The high 

figure reported this year reflects both ongoing widespread localised conflict as well as the attack 

on Hodeidah,.  

NUMBER OF IDPS WHO HAVE MADE PARTIAL PROGRESS 

TOWARDS A DURABLE SOLUTION 
This corresponds to the number of IDPs whom our data providers have identified as having returned, resettled or locally integrated 

in 2018 and for whom the evidence obtained by IDMC suggests that progress toward durable solutions is only partial given their 

living conditions. In a few instances this number may refer to movements rather than people. 

 Sources and methodologies  
IDMC’s estimate is taken from the TFPM which is led by IOM and uses data from IOM DTM, UNHCR 

PMT and NAMCHA as specified in detail the previous section.   

 Main caveats and monitoring challenges  
Scarce information regarding the current conditions of these people does not allow to record them as 

having reached durable solutions to their displacement. 

 IDMC figure and rationale  
IDMC’s estimate on people who have made partial progress towards durable solutions corresponds to 

approximately 1,009,000 people who reportedly returned to their habitual place of residence between 

January and June. Based on data from the TFPM, this figure includes two groups of people those who 

returned to their homes after these were destroyed because of conflict and those who were reportedly 

attempting to integrate into the community where they were displaced. 

 Significant changes from last year  
This is the first time IDMC has reported on partial progress towards durable solutions in Yemen.   
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CONFIDENCE ASSESSMENT 
The Confidence Assessment provides an at-a-glance overview of the comprehensiveness of the data available regarding 

displacement associated with conflict for each country. It describes the methodologies used, frequency of reporting, data 

disaggregation and geographical coverage. Here two key metrics are analysed: the new displacements and the total number of 

IDPs.  

Displacement metric New displacements Total number of IDPs 

Reporting units Households Households, people 

Methodology Key informants, media 

monitoring 

Key informants, other 

Geographical disaggregation Subnational - admin 1 Subnational - admin 1 

Geographical coverage Partial coverage Partial coverage 

Frequency of reporting Other Other 

Disaggregation on sex No No 

Disaggregation on age No No 

Data triangulation Some local triangulation Contradictory data 

Data on settlement elsewhere No No 

Data on returns No No 

Data on local integration No No 

Data on cross border movements No No 

Data on deaths No No 

Data on births No No 

 

 

For any additional questions please email: data@idmc.ch 

For the full country profile on Yemen please visit: 

http://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/yemen 
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