All-timehighof nearly 60 millionpeopleinternally

displaced worldwide

19 May 2022, Geneva - The number of people living in internal displacement around the world
reached a record 59.1 million at the end of 2021, up from 55 million a year carlier.

The unprecedented figure is the result of new waves
of violence and protracted conflict in countries ranging
from Ethiopia and Afghanistan to Syria and the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), according to the In-
ternal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC)'s annual

global report.

“The situation today is phenomenally worse than even
our record figure suggests, as it doesn’t include nearly
eight million people forced to flee the war in Ukraine. We
need a titanic shift in thinking from world leaders on how
to prevent and resolve conflicts to end this soaring hu-
man suffering,” said the secretary general of the Norwe-

gian Refugee Council, Jan Egeland.

Around 38 million internal displacements, or movements,
were reported during 2021, the second highest annual
figure in a decade after 2020's record-breaking year for
disaster displacement. Conflict and violence triggered
14.4 million movements, an increase of almost 50 per

cent on the year before.

Sub-Saharan Africa was the most affected region, with
more than five million displacements in Ethiopia alone,
the highest figure ever for a single country. The DRC, Af-
ghanistan and Myanmar also registered unprecedented
numbers in 2021. The Middle East and North Africa re-
corded its lowest in ten years as conflict in Syria, Libya
and Iraq de-escalated, but the region's overall number of
internally displaced people (IDPs) remained concerningly

high by the end of the year.

"The trend toward long-term displacement will never be
reversed unless safe and sustainable conditions are es-
tablished for IDPs to return home, integrate locally or re-
settle elsewhere," said IDMC's Director, Alexandra Bilak.

"Peacebuilding and development initiatives are needed
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to resolve the underlying challenges that hold displaced

people's lives in limbo."

Disasters continued to trigger most internal displace-
ments globally, with 23.7 million recorded in 2021. Weath-
er-related hazards accounted for 94 per cent of the total,
many of which were pre-emptive evacuations in the face
of cyclones and floods that struck densely populated ar-
eas of Asia and the Pacific region. China, the Philippines
and India recorded their highest figures in five years at

six million, 5.7 million and 4.9 million, respectively.

Conflict and violence collided with disasters in many
countries, forcing people to flee several times. Be it in
Mozambique, Myanmar, Somalia or South Sudan, over-
lapping crises had severe knock-on effects on food secu-
rity and heightened the vulnerability of millions. Covid-19
also aggravated inequalities and made IDPs' lives even

more precarious.

Around 25.2 million of the world's IDPs are under the age
of 18 and the effects of their displacement go well be-
yond their immediate safety, wellbeing and education. A
healthy and happy child is more likely to contribute to an

equitable society and a functioning economy.

More data is needed to better understand these broad-
er and longer-term impacts, but it is clear that protecting
and supporting displaced children and young people
not only safeguards their rights, but also contributes to a
more stable future for all.

"Children and young people are agents of change. Rec-
ognising them as such is vital to protect development
gains and reduce the risk of future crises," said Alexandra
Bilak. "Preparing the world of tomorrow must start with

their active participation and leadership."



NOTES TO EDITORS:
Visit our dedicated GRID landing page to download the

report, explore interactive infographics, country-specific

information and videos.

A selection of images and b-roll footage, and the raw

dataset are all available upon request.

See our Infographic and Explainer Video on “How to un-

derstand our figures”.

About IDMC:

Every day, people flee conflict and disasters and become
displaced inside their own countries. IDMC, established
in 1998 as part of the Norwegian Refugee Council, pro-
vides data and analysis and supports partners in identify-
ing and implementing solutions to internal displacement.

For interviews please contact:

Frankie Parrish, communications specialist
Email: frankie.parrish@idmc.ch
Mobile: +4178 630 16 78

Dawn Vout, head of external relations
Email: dawn.vout@idmc.ch
Mobile: +4178 656 4622

NRC
Email: media@nrc.no
Media hotline: +47 90 56 23 29

Follow us on social media:

Q twitter.com/IDMC_Geneva
ﬁ facebook.com/IDMC.Geneva

@ linkedin.com/company/idmc-geneva
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https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2022/
https://twitter.com/idmc_geneva/with_replies
https://es-la.facebook.com/IDMC.Geneva/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQEOpQNs0D7bxwAAAYDXYrUgWVTpn49ECA6uLCTx084go_RFrei4isXcPmECusU_fJc0kZIAl0N0E-dptIhIqhbigoI3eC_6DdOtXAlN18H-VHzpBZvrch5CTcw36zsdP_dohds=&original_referer=https://ch.linkedin.com/company/idmc-geneva&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fch.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fidmc-geneva%3Foriginal_referer%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.google.com

